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19 / 20 September 2020:  Sunday 25A 
 

Many workers - one wage 

Saint Mary,   Aycliffe 
Saint Thomas,  Shildon  
All Saints,  Ferryhill 
Sacred Heart,  Chilton 
Saint Joseph,  Coundon 

Where do we see ourselves in this parable - first or last?  
They are not that different!  
No group owned the vineyard, all needed a job and all were 
chosen and invited in by no effort of their own doing.  The 
landowner’s concern is that every last person in the market-
place is included in his vineyard and, when the workday is 
over, not who deserves what but that every worker ends the 
day with the dignity and security of a living wage, the capacity 
to go home and feed a family, the security and peace of mind 
to sleep well with a sense of accomplishment, belonging, and 
dignity.   
Are you envious because I am generous? asks God.   
Or literally:  Is your eye evil because I am good? 
Imagine if we all let go of comparison, competition, expecta-
tion and judgment, all our lives would be God-filled and the 
world would look a lot like the kingdom of heaven.  It wouldn’t 
actually take much doing, just a willingness to walk in an-
other’s shoes now and again. 

Looking to the future 

Times have changed, and challenges return for all of us! 

At the time of writing, all of our churches are still open at week
-ends and mass is celebrated every day in at least one of 
them.  Hopefully, our churches will still be able to remain open 
in the weeks ahead.  It is very important that we adhere to the 

rules in order that that might be so. 

But it is not just outside influences that dictate how we are 
able to function.  At the moment we have groups of very dedi-
cated people in our churches who are making sure that all is 
in place for our services to be able to continue.  But they 
need help.  Commitment is not so difficult for a few weeks, 
but we cannot expect the same people to keep doing all the 

work while the rest of us look on. 

Please consider whether or not you can help with the 
stewarding and cleaning duties that are now so es-
sential.  Failure to find more people may result in us 
having to cur back on the services we provide. 

Also, we have survived over the past few months thanks to 
the generosity of people who continued to make contributions 
to the Church during the lockdown through standing order and 
those who have made contributions since we re-opened.  Our 
income has been severely reduced and, although our day-to-
day overheads are not excessive, problems will come when 

we have major repairs and expenditure. 

There are baskets at the back of church for you to leave offer-
ings (please place your offerings there at the end of mass for 
security reasons).  If you would like to make contributions by 
standing order then please send an email or text message or 
telephone and that can be arranged.  Same also if you are a 
tax payer and do not have a Gift Aid certificate at the moment 

(this brings in an extra 25% on top of your contribution).  

And please remember the things we all need to do in order to 

keep one another safe: 

Please stay exactly where you are for receiving communion 

(do not move nearer to the people in the same bench) 

Please do not congregate in the porch or outside the door of 

the church but leave church straight away. 

Please be patient and take your time getting up to leave when 

the service has ended. 
 

Please call 01325 313611   or   07923683046 if you would 

like to receive communion at home. 

First Communion can be celebrated any time for those in 
Year 5.  Please let me know and we can make the necessary 

arrangements. 

Offertory envelopes available at the back of church.     Please 
let us know if you would like to have envelopes and if you 

would like to contribute by Gift Aid and / or Standing Order.  

Daily mass (recorded at St Mary’s) available on Facebook 

(Anthony Cornforth) or website:  Aycliffeshildoncatholic.com                           

No-one appears on screen except those on the sanctuary. 
 

Sat 16.00 Shildon Sydney Thomas (RIP) 

19 17.30 Aycliffe Tam Burke (RIP) 

Sep 18.00 Chilton Margery Harrop, Elaine Miller (RIP) 

Sun 09.00 Coundon Billy Hughes 

20 10.00 Aycliffe Our parish family 

Sep 10.30 Ferryhill Katrina Elizabeth Ward (RIP) 

 18.00 Aycliffe Arthur and Vera McGowan 
and Kevin McGowan 



Please pray for all the sick 
 

Eileen Brownbridge, Mary Eales, Cathy Bolton, John Amos, 
Jean Bolton, Bob Dawson and Anthony, Eileen Walsh, 
Blanche Collingson, Lynda Whelbourn, Phyllis Musgrave, 
Terry Cheesmond, Janet Holmes, Raymond Lowey,  
June Kirkbride, Ellen Sharkey, Vilna Woolhead, Doris Irwin, 
Alaine McCartney, Joan Hartnell, Savannah Philips,  
John Garnham, Claire, Alfie Pennington, Suzanne Winship, 
Jamie Spence, Jacob, Eileen Walsh, Helen Hall,  
Frank Morrell, Coulson family, John Regan, Ann Lee.  

Generosity for others. 

Fairness for me. 
The guy on his phone was making no effort-
to speak quietly.  I wasn’t deliberately earwigging his side of 

the conversation, the whole bus could hear him. 

“Sid hasn’t the slightest idea of where I stand...”, he was tell-
ing his mate and the rest of us.  “He thinks completely differ-
ently to me...” he was saying. “He just can’t see it, you 
know.  Maybe he doesn’t want to.  He’s stuck in his own little 
world...”   And so he went on.  Some of the others on the bus 
were pretending not to notice, others looked annoyed, some 

smiled. 

We’ve all been there.  We’ve all felt frustrated at someone’s 
inability or unwillingness to understand, individuals seemingly 
unable to think outside their own ingrained routines and pref-
erences.  Maybe a reluctance to see things differently is a de-
fence against possibly having to change.  Change is unset-
tling.  We like not to be disturbed.  We may be surprised to 
learn that some others may see us that way.  It’s easier to 
spot and criticise our own faults in someone else. The tech-

nical term is projection. 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus told so many parables 
about the Kingdom, about seeing things as he sees them, 
with the eyes of heaven, with the look and passion of 
love?   He piles images one on top of another in the hope we 
might get the message, glimpse what he’s getting at, that the 
penny might drop.  His teaching is insistent.  Are we being 
browbeaten?  In the nicest way, yes we are, in the fond hope 
that we might see how we’re actually resisting an invitation - 
‘Make your home in me, as I make mine in you’, Jesus 
says (John 15:4).  Home-making requires thought and hard 

graft. 

Today’s Gospel story of the workers in the vineyard is a beau-
ty.  Being unemployed is demeaning, feeling unvalued.  And in 
an age before social benefits, when you’re the breadwinner 
how do you feed your family?   Like last Sunday’s Gospel of 
the unforgiving servant (we discovered that he’s you and me, 
remember?), today’s story also has a surprising twist.  Every 
worker gets a full day’s pay, whether having worked the 
full twelve hour shift or even only a one hour stint.  Generosity 
is a wonderfull thing, but not only when we are the beneficiar-

ies—can we celebrate the generosity shown to others? 

This week 

Tuesday,  1.30pm (and 7pm) at St Joseph, Coundon:   

  Exposition and Rosary. 

  7pm at St Mary’s:  Prayer Group (in the  
  house.  For access, please ring the bell beside 

  the door in the car park). 

Thursday,  11.30am at Wear Valley:  Cremation service for 

  Thomas Alan Murray.   

  7pm at St Mary’s:  Exposition (in the house). 
Saturday, 12 noon at St Mary’s:  Baptism service for  

  Charlotte Elizabeth Armitage.  
 

Next week-end:  

26th Sunday  A 

Jesus asks `What do you think?  Not because he doesn’t 
know, nor because he doesn’t have his own opinion, but 
because he is interested in what we think, so that he can help 
us to think as God thinks, without prejudice or judgement. 
Gospel parables are not just stories, they apply to us today.   
We are all familiar with the committees who achieve nothing 
but hot air;  Jesus teaches that words are not enough, that 
action must follow our words.  We must practise what we 
preach!   
It is one thing to have an opinion, but another to have the 
ability and the willingness to put our opinions to the test.  It is 
easy to criticise others for their action or lack of action, but 
very easy to ignore our own deeds, especially when we are 
not in the firing line, when our ideas (expressed in the safety 
of our own environment) are not put to the test.  Jesus only 
said `Yes'.  What is our answer? 

Mon 10.00 Aycliffe A sick person 

Tue 10.00 Aycliffe Kathleen Finnegan (RIP) 

Wed 09.30 Ferryhill Carol Dunleavey 

23 10.00 Shildon Kate Johnson (Thanksgiving) 

Thu 09.30 Coundon Mary Scott 

24 10.00 Aycliffe Herbert Swinburne 

Fri 10.00 Aycliffe Mary Burns 

Sat 09.30 Coundon Joe and Anne Gordon 

26 10.00 Aycliffe Our parish family 

 12.00 Ayciffe Baptism  Charlotte Armitage. 

Sat 16.00 Shildon Peggy Martindale 

26 17.30 Aycliffe Audrey Connelly (90th Birthday) 

Sep 18.00 Chilton Richard Hulme (RIP) 

Sun 09.00 Coundon John Wigley 

27 10.00 Aycliffe Parish sick and housebound 

Sep 10.30 Ferryhill Gerard and Joan Franey 

 18.00 Aycliffe Tam Burke 


