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4 / 5 July:  Sunday 14A 

Rest in Peace 
Wednesday, 1.45pm at West Cemetery:  fu-
neral service for Michael O’Hara 

 

Mass will be celebrated every day at 
10am St Mary’s from Tuesday, 

plus evening mass  
5.30pm on Saturday  
and 6pm on Sunday 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Please call     
01325 313611   or    07923683046     

if there is anything you need. 
 

Daily mass available on the website: 
Aycliffeshildoncatholic.com 

 

 

 

All are welcome  
in all of our 

churches -no 
exceptions! 

 

(message from the bishop) 

A full risk assessment will be carried out on 
each church by the Diocese, who will pro-
vide the necessary equipment for a deep 

clean and for essential regular cleaning. 

Volunteers needed for church cleaning, 
and stewards to ensure social distancing 

when churches open. 

Full compliance with Diocesan health and 
safety regulations and procedures will be 

required by all. 

The Bishop has instructed that no ac-
tion is to be taken until further guidance 

is received. 

 

We will need a number of         
stewards (under the age of 70).  

Please let me now if you         
would be willing to help out. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all the sick 
 

Eileen Brownbridge, Mary Eales,  
Cathy Bolton, John Amos, Jean Bolton,  
Bob Dawson and Anthony, Eileen Walsh, 
Blanche Collingson, Lynda Whelbourn, 
Phyllis Musgrave, Terry Cheesmond,  
Janet Holmes, Doris Ewin, Cathy Hodgson, 
Ellen Sharkey, Vilna Woolhead,  
Raymond Lowey, Alaine McCartney,  
Joan Hartnell, Savannah Philips,  
John Garnham, Claire, Alfie Pennington, 
Suzanne Winship, Jamie Spence, Jacob, 
Kate Johnson, Eileen Walsh, Helen Hall,   
Frank Morrell, Coulson family,  



never agreeing with what they had done, but he would 
spend time with them and people would be horrified.  
I remember many years ago Lord Longford being vilified be-
cause he was very keen for reform in prisons, very keen for 
prisoners to be recognised as human beings.  Being in pris-
on is not the easy life that people are sometimes tempted to 
imagine.  Admittedly, I’ve seen more pool tables in Deerbolt 
prison then I’ve seen anywhere else in the world, but the 
doors get locked and in these days of lockdown it is even 
more difficult than usual.  They get about half an hour to do 
everything - have a shower, look after themselves;  half an 
hour outside of their pad a day, while the rest of the time the 
door is locked.  That’s not an easy situation in which to live.  
There are parts of the world where prisons are much much 
worse than here, but one thing that typifies prison life is the 
lack of freedom.  I had a friend from Zambia here over 
Christmas and we went to Durham prison together when I 
celebrated Mass there.  When we came away he said that 
the conditions were much better than in Zambia, but there 
was still no freedom, and that makes it prison.  Jesus would 
have campaigned for a better facilities, better lives for pris-
oners no matter who they were, and would also have chal-
lenged the prisoners, especially to be more tolerant of each 
other.   
Lots of times in our society today, people like to picture Je-
sus as someone who would be there with all the publicity 
conscious groups of today.  To be there at a gay pride meet-
ing, to be there with protestors protesting about a whole vari-
ety of situations, but he would also have stood alongside 
those people they were protesting about.  Jesus is some-
body who wants to challenge each one of us.  Today He 
would stand alongside those who refuse to accept gay peo-
ple, accept unmarried mothers, people who look down on 
others, but he would challenge them to be more tolerant and 
understanding.  It would be a very uncomfortable situation 
for all of us, because we all have things that we don’t agree 
with, situations that we criticise and want to keep at a dis-
tance, but he would have challenged us that we have to be 
there. 
In the gospel Jesus says very simply:  come to me all you 
who labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest.  

Come to me, whoever you are - the people who are 
vilified in our society today, the people who are margin-
alised, the people who were marginalised in the past 
but are not marginalised today.  He would have wel-
comed all people throughout history.  That’s what Jesus 
would have done, and that’s what we should do.  
On our website we have a little phrase:  All are wel-
come - no exceptions.  The website originally classified 
certain groups of people who were welcome in our 
church.  The problem with that is that you are always 
going to miss out one individual and so it is simpler to 
say that all people are welcome in God’s house, no 
exceptions.  Why? Because that’s what Jesus did, and 
that’s what Jesus would do today:  come to me ALL you 
who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you 
rest. 
 
 
 

 

 

WWJD 
 
There is a great phrase that became very popular in the 
United States a few years ago and is very relevant in the 
world today:   What would Jesus do (WWJD)?  It answers all 
moral questions;  questions about war, intolerance and re-
jection:  what would Jesus do? 
He wouldn’t always do what the good and holy people per-
haps would do;  he wouldn’t do always what political and 
community leaders would do, wouldn’t always do what peo-
ple would do, he did and would do, what Jesus did - and 
that’s the question for us:  what should we do today? 
There are many ways in which Jesus can identify or be 
identified with groups of people today.  He mixed with those 
who were considered to be unsociable people, who are con-
sidered to be outcasts.  He mixed with the ladies of the 
night, he mixed with people who had leprosy and contagious 
diseases, he mixed with the shepherds, who were not wel-
come in polite social gatherings.  Today he would have hap-
pily socialised with gay people, he would have stood along-
side the ‘Black lives matter’ campaign;  there would be no 
problem today that he would not identify with.  He would be 
perfectly happy to be in the presence of unmarried mothers, 
people in second marriages who are denied the right to re-
ceive Holy Communion.  He would be perfectly happy to be 
in people’s presence, not necessarily agreeing with what 
they were doing or stood for, but always welcoming them, 
always there no matter who they were.  
What would Jesus do?  He would not condemn, he would 
be happy to be with anybody at all, no matter how scandal-
ised some people might be.  
Jesus would do things that would perhaps make people 
raise their eyebrows today.  He would play with children as 
a stranger;  that’s the problem these days where we are 
very suspicious of people we don’t know playing with chil-
dren they don’t know or simply spending time with children.  
People tend to watch very closely - but he would still have 
done it.  He would have gone to prisons to meet and talk 
with paedophiles, child murderers and sex offenders.  He 
would have talked to them and welcomed them as people, 


