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1 / 2 May 2021:     

Fifth Sunday of Easter Year B 

Saint Mary,   Aycliffe 
Saint Thomas,  Shildon  
All Saints,  Ferryhill 
Sacred Heart,  Chilton 
Saint Joseph,  Coundon 

The grapevine in our garden is full of new growth, which will 
need regular pruning and maintenance to produce fruit (an 
abundance of tiny grapes).  Everywhere, nature proclaims the 
glory of resurrection:  seeds and bulbs that seemed dead in 
the ground burst forth in life:  flowering plants, shrubs and 
trees hold the promise of fruit to come!  
When Jesus says `I am the vine’ and we are the branches, 
what is he inviting us to contemplate?  God’s vine is no trivial 
thing, as every branch constitutes life and fruitfulness for our 
world?  We are all in it together, interwoven like the vine!    
As earth, sunshine and water combine mysteriously to pro-
duce life we are reassured that, firmly rooted in our creator 
God, we turn towards Jesus our Light who has overcome 
darkness, watered by the spring of the Spirit gushing within 
us. Jesus the Vine is our nourishment and our Vinegrower is 
skilled!   

Authentic Discipleship  
When love is real, it manifests in everything you do.  You can-
not love what I offer and hate me at the same time.  Of course 
we see this in many relationships where one enjoys the bene-
fits, but hates the benefactor.  This is the same when some-
one says they love freedom and democracy but join extrem-
ists like ISIS to fight against their own democratic country. 
When we preach freedom of worship but hate religion.  When 
we give alms and aid to the less fortunate, not to help them 
for love’s sake, but to make them feel less;  not to make their 
situations better, but to make us feel greater.   When a child 
says to the parents, “I hate you”, yet loves using their insur-
ance and credit cards.  Our words are not real until they re-
flect in our actions. 
An atheist wanted his kid to go a Catholic secondary school to 
get a good education, because of the low standard in the 
state school.  He gave him a Catholic name and instructed 
him to go get the education but not be Catholic.  But during 
the entrance exam, the only thing on the paper was for him to 
say that he believed in God.  But the kid wrote nothing and 
failed the exam.  The examiner was curious to know why he 
didn’t write anything.   And when she asked him, he replied, 
“my dad wants me to get the education and not be Catholic.”  
The examiner said to him, “you can get the Catholic education 
only if you believe in God.” 
Many times we present ourselves as people who love and 
trust God, when actually what we do is use God when it is 
convenient and beneficial to us.  The disciples were curious to 
know whether Saul was real or fake.  They could not believe 
he had become one of them, until they saw him preaching the 
gospel at the risk of his own life.  Only then did they stand up 
to save his life.  Whenever we express sincerely that we are 
one with God, He comes all out for us in our situations.  If we 
give him our all, He will give us His whole self, for He is the 
whole vine, we are his branches.  He is important to us just as 
we are important to Him.   
So let our confessions not be mere words, like taking a Cath-
olic name;  we must show it in our actions.  Faith is not a par-
tial commitment for the sake of convenience, it is a total offer-
ing of oneself to God’s providence.  You cannot say you are a 
Christian when you don’t reflect Christ in your life.  For if you 
remove the word “CHRIST” from “CHRISTIAN”, you are left 
with “IAN” - I Am Nothing. 

(Pause and Ponder with Fr. Anthony C. Ohaekwusi) 
 

 

 

Thank you to George Lee for his hymn playing marathon and 
to everyone who supported him . £576.74 raised for St Mary / 
St Joseph parish project (Just Small Change in Kisumu, 

Kenya).         https://www.justsmallchange.org.uk/reports  

St Joseph’s Missio (red boxes):  £1016.86   Many thanks. 

Tuesday 11 May, 6pm (Zoom):  Black Saints and the Global 
Catholic Church, 1500-1750, by Dr Erin Rowe.                   

https://centreforcatholicstudies.eventbrite.com 

Saturday 22 May, 12 noon at the Cathedral:   Celebration of 

Marriage and Family Life Mass (open and live streamed). 

3 - 5 September:   Discernment weekend for men between 

the ages of 30 and 55.  bedacollege.org/vocation-promotion.  

Sat 12.00 Aycliffe Special Intention (Mc K) 

1 16.00 Shildon Josephine Franklin 

May 17.30 Aycliffe Our parish family 

Sun 09.00 Coundon Ian and Al Moore 

2 10.00 Aycliffe Bill Allinson (RIP) 

May 10.30 Ferryhill John Jackson (A) 

 13.00 Aycliffe Polish Language Mass 

 18.00 Aycliffe Fr Michael McCoy (LD) 



Please pray for all the sick 
 

Eileen Brownbridge, Mary Eales, Cathy Bolton, John Amos, 
Jean Bolton, Eileen Walsh, Paula Todd, Pauline McCormack, 
Lynda Whelbourn, Phyllis Musgrave, Terry Cheesmond,  
Janet Holmes, Raymond Lowey, Julie Kirkbride, Helen Hall,  
Vilna Woolhead, Doris Irwin, John Regan, Alaine McCartney, 
Joan Hartnell, John Garnham, Frank Morrell, Coulson family,  
Alfie Pennington, Suzanne Winship, Jamie Spence, Claire,  
Savannah Philips, Jennie Gayson. 

Pictures in words 
Benny is a photographer.  He knows what makes a good pic-
ture.  He sees pictures where others wouldn’t.  He once did 
some work for a garden centre and raved for ages about flow-
ers, bulbs, shoots, buds, colour and fruit.  He picked up a lot 
of good tips that changed his own gardening skills.  But Ben-
ny’s pictures tend to be about people - moments captured, 
postures and expressions telling stories in split-second clicks 
of a camera.  His graphic images portray life in its beauty and 
its casualty, growth and decline.  Benny’s an artist, a storytell-

er, whose images speak volumes without using a single word.   

Jesus gave us pictures without a camera, images to set us 
thinking.   His pictures are about growth and health, enhanc-
ing what works, and cutting back what doesn’t.  His hearers 
knew about pruning vines - they'd done it or seen it.  The cut-
ting is delicate - enough to increase life, to yield more.  We 
carry the life of God - it runs within us. It’s mind-bending, crazy 

and true.  We’re also fragile - fruit grows on thin branches.   

Let’s mix metaphors and turn to listen to St Paul.  He reminds 
us that:  We are only the earthenware jars that hold this treas-
ure to make it clear that such an overwhelming power comes 
from God and not from us.  So we must remain part of the 
vine.  It’s our lifeblood, our identity.  To do otherwise, to go 
AWOL, is to shrivel and drop.  It doesn’t work.  A no-brainer.  
At this time of the year blossoms are stunning, buds and new 
green shoots abound, spring and new life is shouting at us.  
We’d be foolish to miss the message.  What we see works 
because the new growth is connected, fed by life-giving sap.  
Listen to the Teacher:  Make your home in me as I make mine 
in you.  Whoever remains in me, with me in them, bears fruit 

in plenty.  Cut off from me you cannot do anything. 

Far from neglecting the one whose life we’re carrying, can we 
allow ourselves to be pruned by Jesus’ words and give glory 
to the Father by producing much fruit?  In fact, it’s why we’re 

here.  To Benny we’d be great pictures.  
 

Mark Carney, the ex-Governor of the Bank of England, wrote 
a book in response to a question posed by Pope Francis a few 
years ago, when they met to discuss the future of the market 
system.  The Pope said that the difference between wine and 
grappa is that wine is multi-faceted:  it has bouquet, colour, 
taste and enriches the senses, whereas grappa is one thing 
only - alcohol.  Humanity, like wine, is many things - passion-
ate, curious, rational, altruistic, creative and selfish. But the 
market is one thing only:  self-interest distilled.  ‘Your job’, 
Pope Francis said, ‘is to turn the grappa back into wine, to 

turn the market back into humanity.’ 

This week 

Tuesday, 9.15am at All Saints:  Mass                     

  (replaces the Tuesday mass at St Joseph’s). 

Saturday, 11.30am at All Saints:  First Communion        
  Lilly Armstrong, Noah Gray, Pippa Hill,            
  Mya Lowes, Dominic O'Neil, Alfie O'Sullivan,  

  Noah Spark, Tyler Waterworth 

Next W/E: Collection of Biscuits etc for refugees. 

  Beginning of  Christian Aid week. 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter B 
 

Jesus prepares the apostles for a final good-bye, telling them 
that He chose them, because He believes in them and knows 
that they have what it takes to put their trust in God and bring 

the gospel message to the Church in waiting.  

Mon 09.30 Coundon Mary and Danny Lawler 

3 09.40 Aycliffe Rosary 

May 10.00 Aycliffe Jim and Ella Deary 

Tue 09.15 Ferryhill Kristian Rodeing  RIP 
(Fr. Deni’s brother in law) 

4 09.45 Aycliffe Morning Prayer 

May 10.00 Aycliffe Special Intention (Bell) 

 13.30 Coundon Exposition and Rosary 

 19.00 Aycliffe Prayer Group 

 19.00 Coundon Exposition and Rosary. 

Wed 09.15 Ferryhill A sick person 

5 09.40 Shildon Rosary 

May 10.00 Shildon Emilio and Maria Gabriele 

Thu 09.30 Coundon John Roche 

6 09.50 Aycliffe Divine Mercy chaplet 

May 10.00 Aycliffe Eileen Palmer 

 19.00 Aycliffe Exposition 

Fri 09.30 Coundon Frances Verrecchia 

7 09.30 Aycliffe Exposition 

May 10.00 Aycliffe Holy Souls 

Sat 09.30 Coundon Lizzie, Charlie and John Wigley 

8 10.00 Coundon Exposition and confession 

 11.30 Ferryhill First Communion mass 

Sat 12.00 Aycliffe For a successful operation 

8 16.00 Shildon John Holmes and family (deceased) 

May 17.30 Aycliffe Olive Hughes 

Sun 09.00 Coundon Billy Hughes 

9 10.00 Aycliffe Our parish family 

May 10.30 Ferryhill Ada and Joe Franey   

 11.30 Aycliffe Polish Language Mass 

 18.00 Aycliffe Joe Biro (A) 


