
Please pray for all the sick 
 

Eileen Brownbridge, Mary Eales, Cathy Bolton, John Amos, 
Jean Bolton, Eileen Walsh, Blanche Collingson, Ann Lee, 
Lynda Whelbourn, Phyllis Musgrave, Terry Cheesmond, 
Janet Holmes, Raymond Lowey, Julie Kirkbride, Jacob,  
Ellen Sharkey, Vilna Woolhead, Doris Irwin, John Regan,  
Alaine McCartney, Joan Hartnell, Savannah Philips, Claire,  
John Garnham, Alfie Pennington, Suzanne Winship,  
Jamie Spence, Helen Hall, Frank Morrell, Coulson family. 

 
 

All are welcome  
in all of our 
churches — 

no exceptions! 

Fr Anthony Cornforth / Fr Deni Mary 01325 313611           
Sr Anna Ryan  01388 602030   

 

 07923683046     anthony.cornforth@gmail.com      
 

www.aycliffeshildoncatholic.com   
 

24 / 25 October 2020:  Sunday 30A 
 

To give love and to receive love 

Saint Mary,   Aycliffe 
Saint Thomas,  Shildon  
All Saints,  Ferryhill 
Sacred Heart,  Chilton 
Saint Joseph,  Coundon 

We are called to follow in the footsteps of Jesus who, in the 
presence of his accusers and enemies, declared love the be-
all and end-all.  God’s world is still too dangerous and too 

beautiful for anything but love.  
 

May our eyes be so blessed that we see God in everyone,  

our ears, that we hear the cry of the poor. 

May our hands be so blessed   

that everything we touch is a sacrament. 

Our lips, that we speak nothing but the truth with love. 

May our feet be so blessed that we run to those who need us. 

May our hearts be so opened, so set on fire, 

that our love, God’s love, changes everything. 

May the blessing of the God who created us and loves us, 

sustain us, now and always.   

Coronavirus 
Unfortunately, last Saturday I was with someone who later 
tested positive for Covid-19.  At 2.30pm this Saturday I was 
contacted on the phone by Track and Trace to say that I must 

self-isolate for the next seven days. 

Mass will continue to be celebrated (except at Shildon, unfor-
tunately, as I am not supposed to go outside), but I won’t be 
distributing communion and will have to leave church as soon 

as mass is finished. 

Masses will be at the normal times and this will not affect 

Coundon, Ferryhill or Chilton at all. 
 

Looking to the future 

Up-to-date information will be available on the web-site if any-

thing happens:  aycliffeshildoncatholic.com 

As we seem to have settled into the ‘New Normal’, probably 
for the whole of the winter period, we would like to re-

introduce Readers and Eucharistic Ministers at St Mary’s.   

Any ministers who are willing to fulfil roles (it is absolutely un-
derstandable that some may not wish to in the present cir-

cumstances) are asked to sign the list at the back of church. 

Many thanks to those people in the other churches who are 

already fulfilling these roles. 
 

Flu Vaccination 
We are currently in the middle of a flu vaccination pro-
gramme.  It is really important that all patients who have an 
increased risk from the flu, especially those over the age of 
65, get the vaccination as soon as possible.  The vaccination 
for those over the age of 65 is available “on demand” at Ne-
ville Parade Pharmacy (6 Neville Parade, DL5 5DH Newton 
Aycliffe) where those patients can drop in, regardless of which 

GP practice or pharmacy they use.  

rob@nevillepharmacy.co.uk  01325 312018 
 

Collections 
If you would like to make contributions by standing order 
(makes the work of the counters much easier!) then please 
send an email or text message or telephone and that can be 
arranged.  Same also if you are a tax payer and do not have a 
Gift Aid Certificate at the moment (this brings in an extra 

25% on top of your contribution).    

Sat 12.00 Aycliffe No intention requested 

 16.00 Shildon Our parish family 

24 17.30 Aycliffe George (50th A) and Ena Cornforth  

Oct 18.00 Chilton Mrs O’Connel (Co Donegal (KG)) 

Sun 09.00 Coundon Kath Hodgson 

25 10.00 Aycliffe Jim and Ella Deary 

Oct 10.30 Ferryhill Damian Gee 

 18.00 Aycliffe No intention requested 



Sitting in the waiting 
room area of a Mag-
istrates Court is an 
eye-opening experi-
ence if you’ve not 
been there before.   
Amid the anxious 
and the troubled 
people are not a few 
frequent offenders 
displaying a bravado that raises questions about their difficult 
personal histories and the clear need of laws to keep the 
peace, provide protection and impose sanctions.  
Many people may go through life without much contact with 
the legal profession.  In Jesus’ time, the Law was initially God 
given and the principles of the Ten Commandments further 
extrapolated into over six hundred requirements by Israel's 
scribes and religious leaders.   
Like many a TV courtroom drama, the professionals could 
seemingly be preoccupied with winning and losing rather than 
justice.  Where and when that happened, the Son of God 
spoke out.  
The Gospels show Jesus taking issue with lawyers when they 
made life burdensome for the poor and when their propensity 
for winning arguments led them into laying traps to discredit 
him.  Clearly there must have been good scribes and Phari-
sees, but the intrigues of those who in the end may well have 
contributed to his death, led to confrontations.  They were 
meant to.  

Today’s Gospel story continues the saga of recent 
weeks.  The question asked of Jesus is a prelude to 
further discussion -.they were ready to take apart his 
answers.  
As always, he puts duty to God and to his people firmly in the 
frame.  No doubt about priority.  We can watch from the public 
gallery.  But the Gospel is Good News.  What do we read 
there?  What are the implications for us in 21st century North 
East?  How today do we love the Lord our God all our heart, 
soul and mind?  
Our response cannot be minimal.  It questions the personal 
relationship we have with the Lord.  Is it casual or regularly 
heartfelt?  Is the contact frequent and regular and what evi-
dence is there to support our answers?  Our words carry our 
life or they are shallow.   
Prayer can be short but meaningful.  Loving with all our mind 
requires that we think!  Reflecting often on the Lord and on 
how we love our neighbour as ourselves becomes a tell-tale 
benchmark of how and to what degree we take our life with 
God seriously.  
When we watch Jesus engaging with scribes and Pharisees, 
he’s engaging with us too.  If you feel you don’t come out of 
this too well, don’t despair.  Your life to date has a clear bear-
ing on where you are with God and how you got there - like 
the characters in the Magistrates Court.  See how you want to 
make an honest response today rather than what you can risk 
getting away with.  
The Lord is merciful.  Be the same.  

This week 

 

Tuesday,  1.30pm (and 7pm) at St Joseph, Coundon:   

  Exposition and Rosary. 

  7pm at St Mary’s:  Prayer Group in the  
  house.  For access, please ring the bell beside 

  the door in the car park). 

Thursday,  7pm at St Mary’s: Exposition and Benediction 
 

Next week-end:  

All Saints Year A 
 

The feasts of All Saints and All Souls are very similar.  They 
are a celebration of the lives of people who may not be 
universally recognised in the Church’s calendar, but whose 
lives were special to the people around them. 
All Souls’ Day is a commemoration of all the faithful departed, 
recognising the love and forgiveness of God but concentrating 
more on our sense of loss and sadness.  Although death is a 
passing from this world to the next, concentrating on 
everlasting happiness, and so a time for rejoicing, the 
sadness in our hearts can make us feel anything but joyful. 
All Saints’ Day is a pure recognition that when we die we are 
judged by a loving and forgiving God, and so our emphasis is 
on everlasting happiness.  People often talk these days about 
wanting to celebrate someone’s life at a funeral rather than 
mourning.  True, but we also celebrate their Resurrection. 

Mon 10.00 Aycliffe No intention requested 

Tue 10.00 Aycliffe A sick person 

27 13.30 Coundon Exposition and Rosary 

Oct 19.00 Aycliffe Prayer Group (in the house) 

 19.00 Coundon Exposition and Rosary 

Wed 09.15 Ferryhill Neil Hood 

28 10.00 Shildon Thanksgiving (Bell) 

Thu 09.30 Coundon Doreen Warburton 

29 10.00 Aycliffe Susan Howard (illness) 

Oct 19.00 Aycliffe Exposition (in the house) 

Fri 10.00 Aycliffe Thanksgiving for successful operation 

Sat 09.30 Coundon Ian and Al Moore 

31 10.00 Coundon Exposition and Confession 

Sat 12.00 Aycliffe Jim and Ella Deary 

 16.00 Shildon Milio Gabriele 

31 17.30 Aycliffe Our parish family 

Oct 18.00 Chilton John Duggan (Anniversary) 

Sun 09.00 Coundon Pat and Anthony Fleming 

1 10.00 Aycliffe Bruyns family (Thanksgiving) 

Nov 10.30 Ferryhill Vince and Pauline Carr 

 13.00 Aycliffe Polish language mass 

 18.00 Aycliffe Jason Cummins (B) 


